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On Feb. 2 in Lima, Alberto Lopez Maldonado, Coca Eradication Defense Front (Frente de Defense
de la Eradicacion de la Coca) coordinator for the upper Huallaga valley, told reporters that the US
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) is using the herbicide known as Spike on coca plantations
in the Uchiza region of San Martin department, 700 km. northeast of Lima. Lopez Maldonado
said the use of Spike, which eliminates all vegetation, negatively impacts the government's crop
substitution program by ruining the soil for subsequent cultivation. (Source: Agence France-Presse,
02/02/92)
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